the possession of which this group of countries must lack any
serious economic and political significance. In 1889 the Italians
proclaimed a protectorate over Abyssinia, but in 1896 they suf-
fered a decisive defeat at the hands of the Abyssinian Emperor at
Adowa, and this brought about Crispins fall.

Till now it had been a generally accepted axiom that only           North

European powers had a right to colonies. But in the Spanish
American War, fought in 1898, the United States came forward
as an imperial power. Its objective was the island of Cuba, the
"Pearl of the Antilles," whose rich sugar, coffee, and tobacco
plantations the Union desired to possess. The struggle ended in a
complete defeat of Spain, whose wretched guns and antediluvian
vessels gave the enemy the opportunity of some very cheap victo-
ries on the water, though her total collapse on land was certainly
unexpected. The United States not only " liberated " Cuba and
Porto Rico, but also annexed the Asiatic Philippines, against the
will of the inhabitants. This was a flagrant break with the Monroe
Doctrine, the only reasonable interpretation of which must obvi-
ously be that America, just as she will tolerate no interference
from non-American powers, so also refrains for her part from any
intervention in other continents. It was in fact a parallel to the
world-historical decision taken in 264 B.C. when the Government
of the " United States " of Central Italy decided to stretch out a
hand towards Sicily: one has only to imagine the Mediterranean
scene geographically enlarged. Whether the analogy will hold good
in future developments cannot be foreseen, but long and serious
clashes in the nature of the Punic Wars will hardly be avoidable.

For on the horizon a new Carthage has already arisen. The          Eastern

entry of Japan into world-politics is one of the most important             Asm

external incidents of recent times. Until 1868 she was a mediaeval
feudal state, whose population devoted itself almost exclusively to
land-cultivation and domestic manufactures under the rule of a
hierarchically ordered nobility. At the head stood the shoguns, or
crown generals, whose power was very much that of the mayors of
the palace of the Merovingian kings; immediately below them
were the daimios, or territorial lords, whose power rested on the
caste of hereditary warriors, or samurai. The tenno, or mikado, was
a purely religious head, and exercised no influence over the govern-
ment. In that year, however, the young Emperor Mutsuhito took
into his hands the political power that the tenno had possessed a
thousand years before, ere the regime of the shoguns set in. He
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